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Re-enchanting
Villa Medici

On June 13, 2025, Villa Medici will unveil
the major refurbishment of 7 guest rooms
and 2 historic gardens: a large-scale project
combining architectural and scenic
heritage, contemporary design and

arts and crafts.

VILLA MEDICI
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Launched in 2022, the refurbishment program Re-enchanting Villa
Medici enters a new phase in 2025 with the unveiling of seven guest
rooms and two citrus gardens redesigned in a spirit of dialogue
between heritage and contemporary creation.

Following the refurbishment of the reception salons at Villa Medici by
Kim Jones and Silvia Venturini Fendi in 2022 and the historic rooms by
India Mahdavi in 2023, this new chapter of the re-enchantment brings
together the vision of architects, designers, landscape planners, craft
professionals, and contemporary artists.

Accordingly, each of the seven guest rooms has been entrusted to a
team of architects and designers working in close collaboration with
arts and crafts professionals, between France and ltaly:

1 Sébastien Kieffer and Léa Padovani with Atelier Veneer (Studiolo)

1 Studio GGSV (Gaélle Gabillet and Stéphane Villard) with Paper
Factor and Matthieu Lemarié
(Camera Fantasia)

N Studio Acte Deux with Tristan Dassonville (Still Life)

N Studio Zanellato/Bortotto with Incalmi (/I cielo in una stanza)

1 Eliane Le Roux (Rocas) and Miza Mucciarelli (Atelier Misto) with
Claudio Gottardi (Pars pro toto)

{ Studio Constance Guisset with Signature Murale and
Arcam Glass (Stratus Surprisus)

1 Studio Sabourin Costes with Estampille 52 (/sola)

Selected through competition, the teams infuse the rooms with a new
contemporary spirit, transforming a stay at Villa Medici into a unique
experience where Roman inspirations interwine with references to the
Villa’s Renaissance heritage.
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Outside, the redesign of the lemon garden is the work of Landscape
architect Bas Smets, in collaboration with Pierre-Antoine Gatier, chief
architect of historical monuments. Their intervention seeks to enhance
Ferdinando de’ Medici’s secret garden, with its panoramic view over
Rome and its iconic lemon trees. On this occasion, the new Cosimo de’
Medici outdoor furniture line, inspired by the garden, was specially
created by the design duo Muller Van Severen and produced by
Tectona.

In front of Villa Medici’s theatrical facade with its Serlian loggia, the
parterre garden, which extends right up to the Aurelian Wall, has also
been redesigned. Reviving the heritage of Ferdinando de’ Medici and
his passion for citrus fruits, twenty lemon trees, selected from historical
varieties, are arranged in a scenography that highlights the work of
ceramic artist Natsuko Uchino and poet Laura Vazquez. Invited to
design the decoration of the pots, Natsuko Uchino created a series of
unique pieces that blend contemporary gestures with Tuscan artisanal
traditions. Laura Vazquez, a fellow of Villa Medici and winner of the
2023 Prix Goncourt for Poetry, contributed a poem consisting of 20
words engraved on the stone bases.

This new phase of the Re-enchanting Villa Medici program continues
the commitment of the French Academy in Rome to creation, research,
and experimentation in the sphere of the arts and of expertise at the
highest level. It contributes to a renewed connection with the place and
its history, in an ongoing dialogue with the interventions of its
predecessors: those of Ferdinando de’ Medici and his architect
Bartolomeo Ammannati in the sixteenth century, Horace Vernet and
Ingres in the nineteenth century, Balthus in the 1960s, Richard Peduzzi
in the early 2000s and Claudio Parmiggiani in 2015. Inhabited by the
spirit of the Renaissance, Villa Medici asserts itself as a living body
imbued with contemporaneity.
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Re-enchanting
the guestrooms
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Seven teams of architects, designers, and contemporary artists, in
association with arts and crafts professionals, were selected to rethink
the layout of seven guest rooms located in the south wing of Villa
Medici. The refurbishment of the rooms is an opportunity to highlight a
variety of exceptional craftsmanship in glass, metal, ceramics, wood, and
plasterwork. The uniqueness of each room is reasserted: volumes are
highlighted, surfaces sublimated (walls, floors), and the unitary
coherence of each space emphasized. Most of the rooms, with an area
of 40 m? each, the rooms retain their original period structural elements:
high coffered wooden ceilings, herringbone brick floors, double-leaf
windows, and mezzanine.

The guest rooms have performed a variety of functions over the
centuries. In the sixteenth century, when Cardinal Ferdinando de’ Medici
had the building fitted out, these spaces were used as furniture storage.
At the beginning of the nineteenth century, when Villa Medici became
the seat of the French Academy in Rome, they were converted into
studios/living quarters for the fellows, a role they retained for over two
hundred years. A walkway was then added to facilitate access. For a long
time this accommodation was assigned preferentially to painters
because of its dual north- and south-facing exposure, which offered
spectacular views both over Rome and of the interior fagade of Villa
Medici. Since 2009, these living spaces have been open for booking and
they now accommodate short-term guests.

The refurbishment of the guest rooms has been carried out with the
support of the Bettencourt Schueller Foundation, a patron of the arts
and crafts for 25 years and main partner of the project. Is also benefits
from the support of the Banque Populaire Foundation, and
Maison Tréca.

The selection jury of the winning teams was composed of
Alberto Cavalli (Homo Faber), Domitilla Dardi (Edit Napoli),
Hedwige Gronier (Fondation Bettencourt Schueller), Hervé Lemoine
(Mobilier National), Christine Macel (Musée des arts décoratifs),
India Mahdavi, Isabelle de Ponfilly, and Sam Stourdzé (French
Academy in Rome - Villa Medici).
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The winning projects
STUDIOLO
Sébastien Kieffer and Léa Padovani, Paris, FR / Designers
Atelier Veneer: Romain Boulais and Félix Lévéque, Paris, FR / Concept
developers-creators/cabinetmaker artisans

CAMERA FANTASIA

Studio GGSV: Gaélle Gabillet and Stéphane Villard, Paris, FR / Designers
Matthieu Lemarié, Paris, FR / Decorative painter
Paper Factor: Riccardo Cavaciocchi, Lecce, IT / Micro-paper pulp artist

STILL LIFE
Acte Deux Studio: Johanna Lapray and Hugo L’ahélec, Paris, FR / Architects
Tristan Dassonville, Gentioux-Pigerolles, FR / Ceramist

IL CIELO IN UNA STANZA

Studio Zanellato/Bortotto: Giorgia Zanellato and Daniele Bortotto, Treviso, IT
/ Designers

Incalmi: Patrizia Mian and Gianluca Zanella, Venice, IT / Grand feu enamelers

PARS PRO TOTO

Eliane Le Roux (Rocas), Brussels, BE / Architect

Miza Mucciarelli (Atelier Misto), Brescia, IT / Architect
Claudio Gottardi, Brescia, IT / Master of decorative art

STRATUS SURPRISUS

Constance Guisset Studio: Constance Guisset, Paris, FR / Designer
Signature Murale: Pierre Gouazé, Puteaux, FR / Decorative plaster designer
Arcam Glass: Simon Muller, Vertou, FR / Master glassmaker

ISOLA

Sabourin Costes: Zoé Costes and Paola Sabourin, Paris, FR / Designers
Estampille 52: Paul Mazet and Fantin Mayer-Peraldi, Paris, FR /
Cabinetmakers
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STUDIOLO

Sébastien Kieffer and Léa Padovani, Paris, FR / Designers

Atelier Veneer: Romain Boulais and Félix Lévéque, Paris, FR /
Concept developers-creators/cabinetmaker artisans

Inspired by Antonello da Messina’s 1475 painting Saint Jerome in His
Study, the Studiolo project favors refined forms in dialogue with the
surrounding architecture. References are drawn from the Renaissance,
particularly Ferdinando de’ Medici’s Studiolo in the gardens of Villa
Medici, and enriched by Trix and Robert Hausmann’s theories on
modernity. In preserving the architectural essence of the space, Léa
Padovani and Sébastien Kieffer, with Atelier Veneer, emphasize
sustainable materials, particularly recycled wood from construction site
offcuts, reinforcing the idea of Renaissance. The geometric marquetry
technique, inspired by historical motifs, creates visual rhythms while
maintaining classical proportions.

The project resonates with Villa Medici and its Roman environment,
evoking a continuity between past and present. The windows and
openings overlooking the Eternal City establish a lively dialogue
between interior and exterior, enabling each occupant to experience the
genius of the place. This Studiolo thus becomes a space of
introspection and transformation, inviting contemplation and paying
homage to Italy’s cultural heritage.
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Sébastien Kieffer and Léa Padovani

Sébastien Kieffer evolves around the object, with
furniture as his starting point, collaborating with
brands such as Habitat, Petite Friture, La Redoute,
CVL, Théoréme Edition and Diptyque. He also

) applies his expertise in furniture design to the service

of space, scenographing or creating interior
architecture projects for individuals or professionals,
most recently for the Vaisseau restaurant. His work
focuses on the potential of the object, with particular
attention to making it legible, from manufacture to
handwork to use. He also pays attention to the
interconnectedness of objects and  their
environment, both the source and the destination.
Find out more at @kieffer.work

Léa Padovani, furniture designer and art director, has
more than twenty years’ experience in creating
furniture and spaces. Co-founder of POOL studio,
she has collaborated with brands such as Diptyque
and Théoréme Edition, and has led art direction
projects for workshops such as Francgois Pouenat
and CVL Luminaires. Passionate about sharing
knowledge, she taught design for seven years,
particularly at the Camondo School. Léa Padovani
currently heads the Design department at the Pierre
Yovanovitch agency, combining innovation, refined
aesthetics, and exceptional expertise.

Find out more at leapadovani.com and @padovanilea

VILLA MEDICI


https://www.instagram.com/kieffer.work/
https://www.leapadovani.com/
http://www.instagram.com/padovanilea/

wwmm Atelier Veneer: Romain Boulais and Félix Lévéque

' Founded in 2016, Atelier Veneer is a studio where

architecture, design, and engineering come

., together. Romain Boulais and Félix Lévéque imagine
8 and create custom-made fittings, furniture series,

skateparks and scenographic installations. Their

creative process, at the boundary between craft

techniques and digital manufacturing, combines

form and function to meet the specific requirements

of each project with the aim of optimizing natural

resources.

Find out more at atelierveneer.com

and @atelierveneer

The Studiolo project was designed by

LEA PADOVANI /\v eéﬁgglt

In partnership with
CVL LUMINAIRES, EUROP EXPRESS, RATHEAU, RESSOURCE

PEINTURES, SIEGEAIR
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https://atelier-veneer.com/
https://www.instagram.com/atelierveneer/

The room before refurbishment.
The final project will be unveiled in spring 2025.
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CAMERA FANTASIA

Studio GGSV: Gaélle Gabillet and Stéphane Villard, Paris, FR /
Designers

Matthieu Lemarié, Paris, FR / Decorative painter

Paper Factor: Riccardo Cavaciocchi, Lecce, IT / Micro-paper pulp
artist

lllusion is at the heart of Camera Fantasia, the project produced by
GGSV (Gaélle Gabillet and Stéphane Villard) in collaboration with
Mathieu Lemarié and Paper Factor. This room confuses perception by
playing with new materialities and perspectives. Two skills are central
to this creation: decorative painting and paper pulp.

Since 2018, GGSV (Gaélle Gabillet and Stéphane Villard) has been
collaborating with painter Mathieu Lemarié to transform objects
through paint, giving rise to “invented materials”. In Camera Fantasia,
the paint seems to push back the walls, creating an interior landscape
inspired by Villa Medici and its gardens. Meeting Riccardo Cavaciocchi,
the founder of Paper Factor, led to the discovery of the innovative
potential of micro-paper pulp for designing furniture and architectural
facings. This unique material covers the entrance to the room and the
kitchen, evoking the stone of Villa Medici while creating an immersive
space.

Camera Fantasia combines these two skills in an approach that is both
attractive and sustainable. The project draws inspiration from Roman
heritage while reinterpreting its codes through contemporary forms and
techniques, including mural paintings and micro-paper furniture. This
dialogue between illusion and materiality offers a unique sensory
experience, where the boundary between reality and appearance is
subtly blurred.

40f72 VILLA MEDICI
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¥ 1 Studio GGSV
. Gaélle Gabillet and Stéphane Villard

GGSV, founded in 2011 by Gaélle Gabillet and
Stéphane Villard, pursues an approach ranging
from objects to interior architecture and

. scenography. Their creations can be found in the
~ collections of prestigious institutions such as the

Centre Pompidou, the MNAM, the Mobilier
National, and the CNAP. In 2019, they were
fellows at Villa Medici and collaborated on
projects for Hermés and Chanel. They often
combine craftsmanship and recycling in their
creations.

Find out more at ggsv.fr at @studio_GGSV

Matthieu Lemarié

Mathieu Lemarié practices painting in a wide
variety of forms: frescoes, illumination, glazed

_ ceramic tiles, painted canvases for the Opera,
trompe l'oeil, copies for films, and paintings for

prestigious clients, leading museums, or famous
directors. Since 2018, with GGSV (Gaélle Gabillet
and Stéphane Villard), he has painted objects in
“invented materials” for the Mobilier National, the
19M, the CNAP, the Sévres Manufactory, and Villa
Medici.

Find out more at @matthieulemarie
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https://ggsv.fr/en/accueil-english/
https://www.instagram.com/mathieulemarie/?hl=fr

" Paper Factor
Riccardo Cavaciocchi

Paper Factor, founded in ltaly in 2016 by
Riccardo Cavaciocchi, is a company
| specializing in research and material
architecture through manipulation of a
cellulose-based compound derived from a
process of technological evolution from
papier-maché. Light, eco-friendly, and
extremely durable, the methods and
production processes are based on a close
symbiosis between manual and mechanical
work. Paper Factor currently creates
surface coverings, furniture, products for
architecture, contemporary art, design,
fashion, cars, and yachts, as well as decor
for museums, galleries, and private homes.
Find out more at paperfactor.com

and @paperfactor

The Camera Fantasia project was designed by

(‘E' MATTHIEULEMAREE (o=

In partnership with
ANGA, CREATIONS MOURRA
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http://paperfactor.com/en/main#cover

The room before refurbishment.
The final project will be unveiled in spring 2025.
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STILL LIFE

Acte Deux Studio: Hugo L’ahélec and Johanna Lapray, Paris, FR /
Architects
Tristan Dassonville, Gentioux-Pigerolles, FR / Ceramist

In their refurbishment project for Villa Medici, Acte Deux Studio and
Tristan Dassonville put the spotlight on glazed ceramics, producing
tiling and bas-relief elements that revisit the genre of still-life painting.
The space is treated with a succession of compositions and a play of
gazes is established with the visitor. Richly colored tiled surfaces form
the backdrop for shimmering drapes whose glaze evokes a painterly
touch. Modeled in bas-relief, these drapes recall classical
representations, as well as a mark of almost trivial normality. Small
elements, borrowed from still life paintings and treated in trompe-I’oeil,
draw the eye from one place to another in the room.

“Still life” is an expression denoting a work of art that depicts inanimate
objects, natural or man-made. Literally, “still” means “motionless”, but
Acte Deux Studio suggests another potential meaning: “there is still life
present”. The references, materials, and realizations are intended to
give the occupants the feeling that the place where they are staying is
“inhabited”. In this way, Acte Deux Studio seeks to place this project
within the continuation of the various interventions that have taken
place at Villa Medici since Balthus, in a tension between the artistic
ghosts of the past and contemporary creation.
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Acte Deux Studio

Hugo L’ahélec and Johanna Lapray

Acte Deux is a design studio based in Paris, where
Hugo L abélec and Johanna Lapray pursue a
cross-disciplinary practice, designing objects and
spaces in sometimes humorous proximity to the
visual arts and their history. Whatever the context
— residential, retail, scenographic — they make a
point of developing novel settings that combine
the functional and the theatrical. For the Villa
Medici project they have joined forces with
Tristan Dassonville, a longstanding collaborator
and friend.

Find out more at actedeux.com and @acte_deux

Tristan Dassonville

Tristan Dassonville is a ceramist and visual artist.
The son of a ceramist, he has been working with
clay from a very early age. He collaborates with
several artists and designers, supporting them in
their production projects. At the same time, he
pursues his own visual research, between art and
craft, marked by incorporating elements from the
living world. His interest in vernacular techniques
has led him to develop his own production tools.
Find out more at @tristan.dassonville
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https://www.instagram.com/acte_deux/?hl=fr
https://www.instagram.com/tristan.dassonville/?hl=fr

The Still Life project was designed by
ACTE II
DEUX

In partnership with
ATELIER DE LA BOISERIE, CRAFT, MAAS / LAURENT JUTEAU, RVB,
VIABIZZUNO
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The room before refurbishment.
The final project will be unveiled in spring 2025.
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